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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Celebrating 100 
Years 

Serving the Fairfax 
African American 

Catholic Community 
Since 1922 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Weekday Mass During School: 

Monday: 9am and Thursday: 9am 
Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Blessings September 4, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / September 11, 2022 / 10:30 am  

Free Summer Concert Series at SA + OLF / 5:30-7pm August 25th 
4th Saturday/September 24th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal  

August 29th, 2022 / PTU 6-7pm St. Adalbert School 
Blackjack Sunday: October 30th 

November 2022 / Pilgrimage from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mass Intention: Frances Cummings 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 

 

Masks are not required but are appreciated. Use hand sanitizer as appropriate. Spread the gospel, not the virus. 
 

The family of Frances Cummings thanks everyone for their prayers, calls and support 
during this difficult time.  
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Friends and Parishioners requesting prayers:  
Louise Napier / Lorraine Bradley /Jason Davis / Ruth Hill / Fr. Gary Chmura / Diane Hunter, Maime Green / Mark Moliff / 
Julie Davis/ Pat Young / Judy Davis/ Fr. Clarence Williams, C.PP.S / Betty Moise / Carol Sanderall / Chester Walker, Sr. / 
Delores Jones /Howard Jackson / Jimmy Gilmore / Kulura Blount / Star Blount / Robert Butler / Madison Maynard /Doris 
St. Clair /Edward Burrell / Perry Johnson / Tristan Barnes / Cedric Barnes Jr. / Rudy Thompson, Sr. / Tiffany Skillern / Sr. 
Juanita Shealey, CSJ / Raymond Goodrum / Cathey Ullom  
 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Background on the Gospel Reading: 
 
When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. Luke 14:1,7-14 Meals played an 
important role in the society in which Jesus lived. More than a time for sharing nourishment, they were a time to share 
ideas and to model different aspects of social relationships. In Luke’s Gospel, the places that a person ate (at the home 
of a tax collector, 5:29), the people with whom a person ate (sinners, 5:30), whether a person washed before eating 
(11:38), and as is the case here, the place that a person sits while eating are all important. The narrator says Jesus tells a 
parable, but it is really wise advice to both guests and hosts about finding true happiness at the heavenly banquet.  
 
Jesus warns guests to wait before taking their places at the table lest they be asked to move if someone more important 
arrives. This is more than just a lesson about dinner etiquette. It is advice on how to find your true place in the Kingdom 
of God. Jesus advises hosts not to invite people who would be expected to repay them to dinner but to invite those who 
could not repay: the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. This is where real blessings can be found.  
 
In these sayings, Luke gives us not only advice on how to approach the end times but also on how to live according to 
Jesus’ vision of a good society. Luke’s Gospel also advises us how the Church must be part of bringing about this society. 
It is yet another example in Luke’s Gospel of the reversal the kingdom brings about. 

~ Loyola Press 
 

The Department of Theology and Religious Studies John Carroll University/Religion After Roe: Abortion in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. An interreligious panel of experts will discuss how their religious traditions approach abortion as 
a complex legal question, a tragic social issue, and a deeply moral concern. From the perspective of Catholic teaching—
and with an emphasis on dialogue, not debate—the event promises a rare opportunity to listen and to learn more about 
one of the most important issues of our time. Monday, September 19, 7pm, Dolan Science Center, John Carroll 
University. More info at jcu.edu/religion-after-roe. The event will not be livestreamed. 
 

Novena for Life to Our Lady of Sorrows-AM1260 The Rock will be offering a Novena for Life to Our Lady of 
Sorrows at 3 PM daily September 7th through the 15th, the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. Each day of the 
Novena will have a different focus/intention and be led by a different member of the Church/pro-life 
community. 

 
Day One – Pray for the Suffering Women of the World /Day Two – Pray for Mothers who 
will Give Birth Today /Day Three – Pray for Father at the Birth of their Child /Day Four – 
Pray for all Children /Day Five – Pray for Families / Day Six – Pray for Life Begins in the 
Home/Day Seven – Secret Suffering / Day Eight – The Holy Cross /Day Nine – Our Lady of 
Sorrows 
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Please join us in prayer as we work to restore a culture of life in our nation.  For the complete version of the 
Novena prayers, visit our website at am1260therock.com or call us at 216-227-1260. 

 
Bereavement Group for Loss due to Suicide – A special 10-week closed session Grief Support Group starts Monday,  
September 12, and runs for 10 consecutive Mondays 6:30 – 8:30 pm, to support those dealing with the loss of loved 
ones due to suicide. Th is specialized support group is limited to 15 participants, with an initial in-person intake meeting 
required for registration. Meetings take place at St. Albert the Great parish, 6667 Wallings Road, North  
Royalton, Hall A – Lower level of church. Please contact Terri Yohman with the Diocesan Marriage & Family Ministry 
Office to schedule your intake meeting: 216-696-6525 ext. 2322. The cost of the group is $40. Sponsored by The Diocese 
of Cleveland, Office of MFM in collaboration with Cornerstone of Hope 
 
Cleveland Catholic Women’s Conference - Registration is now open for the 4th annual Cleveland Catholic 
Women’s Conference, on Saturday, October 15th, at St. Albert the Great parish in North Royalton. Speakers 
include Catholic author and professor Lisa Lickona; Sister Elizabeth of the Franciscan Sisters, TOR of   
Steubenville; Lindsay Fuller man of Fit from Faith; and musicians Jeff   Botos & Patricia Allerton.  The day will 
also include Mass with Fr. Damian Ference, Q & A with Bishop Malesic, and opportunities for prayer, 
confession, Eucharistic Adoration, and forming friendships with other women of faith. Visit < 
https://clecatholicwomen.org > to register or for more information. 
 

 

WASHINGTON — The 25th-anniversary celebration for 
the Our Mother of Africa Chapel at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception is 
scheduled for next month in DC and is expected to bring 
Catholics from around the country to the nation’s largest 
Black Catholic monument.  
 
Scheduled for September 17, the event is being 
sponsored by the National Black Catholic Congress, which 
organized fundraising and construction of the chapel via 
its founding director, Bishop Emeritus John Ricard, SSJ of 
Pensacola-Tallahassee.  
 
It was dedicated during the quinquennial NBCC national 
gathering in August 1997, held in Baltimore under the 
theme “What we have seen and heard—we proclaim and 
celebrate.” Among its main features is a life-size bronze, 
Black Madonna and Child designed by African American 
Catholic sculptor Ed Dwight, across from his bas relief 
depicting a montage of US Black history.  
 
The chapel also contains an Afrocentric crucifix designed 
in part by Tanzanian artist Juvenal Kaliki using a 
traditional Entebene carving ritual and supporting 
columns representing the seven principles of the Nguzo 
Saba.  
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“The Chapel was presented by the African American community as a gift to the national shrine and to the Catholic 

community,” reads a description from St Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, Maryland, where NBCC president Auxiliary 

Bishop Roy E. Campbell Jr. of Washington serves as pastor. 

“[It] expresses the values, hopes, dreams, aspirations, and history of African-American Catholic people.” 

This year’s anniversary pilgrimage had originally been scheduled to take place during the National Black Catholic 
Congress itself, but the larger event was rescheduled to 2023 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The festivities next month will begin at 11am ET with a tour of the basilica—the largest church building in North 
America, and home to the world's largest collection of contemporary ecclesiastical art. 

 

The pilgrimage’s official program will begin in the facility’s Great Upper Church at 1pm, followed by the Rosary and a 
Mass at 2pm celebrated by Bishop Campbell. The event will culminate with a procession downstairs to Our Mother of 
Africa Chapel, the 60th and final cultural shrine comprising the basilica’s lower level. 

 

Lunch will be provided for all attendees who register online on Eventbrite by September 1. Special RSVP categories are 
available for groups arriving by bus, as well as for visiting clergy. Those in the latter group who plan to participate in the 
Mass must mail a letter of suitability to the basilica liturgy director Fr Ismael Ayala no later than September 3. 

 

The Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary, the nation’s largest Black Catholic organization, has also put out a call 
for members planning to attend the event in KPC regalia. They are asked to register online no later than Monday, August 
29 for reserved seating. 

 

Nate Tinner Williams  co-founder and editor of Black Catholic Messenger, a seminarian with the Josephites, and a 
ThM student with the Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University of Louisiana (XULA). 


